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Making a basic tool for writing endangered languages
Shinji Ogawa (Prefectural University of Kumamoto)

Generally speaking, when we talk about language education, we assume that we have basic
tools such as dictionaries and textbooks available for the languages. This is not the case for minor
or endangered languages. Here are not even established ways to describe the languages. This
further speeds up the disappearance of the languages.

The presenter has proposed a unified way of describing Ryukyu dialects over the last 10 years.
This involves recording, saving, and passing on the dialects to future generations, thus
contributing to local areas. In this presentation, I’1l report on what I have been doing in this work.

At the heart of my proposal is a unified method of describing the Ryukyuan dialects. Today, it
is important to have ways to read and write electronically. I have, therefore, worked on creating
special fonts that can be used in the digital environment. I also promote the reading of books using
the fonts and hold seminars for helping learners write in their dialect. In these ways, I have been
working towards a necessary increase in the number of people who are literate in their own dialect.
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